What You Need to Know

Many vaccine information statements are
avallahle in Spanish and other languages,
See www.immimize,orgivis

Hojas de informacion sobre vagunas estan
disponibles en espaiiol y en muchos otros
idiomas, Visite www.immunize.crofvis

1. Why get vaccinated?

Rotavirus vaccine can prevent rotavirus disease.

Rotavirus commonly causes severe, watery diarrhea,
mostly in babies and young children. Vomiting and
fever are also comumon in babies with rotavirus.
Children may become dehydraled and need to be
hospitalized and can even die,

2. Rotavirus vaccine

Rotavirus vaccine is administered by putting drops
in the child’s mouth. Babies should get 2 or 3 doses
of rotavirus vaccine, depending on the brand of
vaccine used.
« The first dose must be administered before
15 weeks of age.
* The last dose must be administered by 8 months
of age.
Almost all babies who get rotavirus vaccine will be
protected from severe rotavirus diarrhea.

Another virus called “porcine circovirus” can be
found in one brand of retavirus vaccine (Rotarix).
'This virus does not infect people, and there is no
known safety risk.

Rotavirus vaccine may be given al the same time as
other vaccines.

3. Talk with your health
care provider

Tell your vaccination provider if the person getting

the vaccine:

* Has had an allergic reaction after a previous
dose of rotavirus vaccine, or has any severe, life-
threatening allergies

* Has a weakened immune system

» Has severe combined immunodeficiency (SCID)

" Has had a type of bowel blockage called
“intussusception”

In some cases, your child’s health care provider may
decide to postpone rotavirus vaccination until a
future visit,

Infants with minor illnesses, such as a cold, may be
vaccinated. Infants who are moderately or severely ill
should usually wait untii they recover before getting
rotavirus vaccine.

Your child's health care provider can give you more
information.

4, Risks of a vaccine reaction

» Irritability or mild, temporary diarrhea or vomiting
can happen after rotavirus vaccine.

Intussusception is a type of bowel blockage that is
treated in a hospital and could require surgery. It
happens naturally in some infants every year in the
United States, and usually there is no known reason
for it. There is also a small risk of intussusception
from rotavirus vaccination, usually within a week
after the first or second vaccine dose. This additional
risk is estimated to range from about 1 in 20,000 U.S.
infants to 1 in 100,000 U.S. infants who get rotavirus
vaccine. Your health care provider can give you more
information.

As with any medicine, there is a very remote chance
of a vaccine causing a severe allergic reaction, other
serious injury, or death.
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