Many vaccine Information statements are

DTaP (Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis) | &

Vaccine: What You Need to Know

Hojas de informacldn sobre vacunas estan
disponibles en espaiiol y en muchos otros
idiomas. Visite www.Immunize.org/vis

1. Why get vaccinated?

D'TaP vaccine can prevent diphtheria, tetanus,
and pertussis.

Diphtheria and pertussis spread from person

to person. Tetanus enters the body through cuts

or wounds.

* DIPHTHERIA (D) can lead to difficulty breathing,
heart failure, paralysis, or death.

« TETANUS (T) causes painful stiffening of the
muscles. Tetanus can lead to serious health prob-
lems, including being unable to open: the mouth,
having trouble swallowing and breathing, or death.

* PERTUSSIS (aP), also known as “whooping
cough,” can cause uncontrollable, violent coughing
that makes it hard to breathe, eat, or drink.
Pertussis can be extremely serious especially in
babies and young children, causing pneumonia,
convulsions, brain damage, or death. In teens and
adults, it can cause weight loss, loss of bladder
control, passing out, and rib fractures from severe
coughing.

2. DTaP vaccine

DTaP is only for children younger than 7 years
old. Different vaccines against tetanus, diphtheria,
and pertussis (Tdap and Td) are available for older
children, adolescents, and adults.

1t is recommended that children receive 5 doses of
DTaP, usually at the following ages:

= 2 months

* 4 months

= 6 nonths

* 15-18 months

* 4-6 years

DTaP may be given as a stand-alone vaccine, or as
part of a combination vaccine (a type of vaccine
that combines more than one vaccine together into
one shot).

DTaP may be given at the same time as other
vaccines.

3. Talk with your health
care provider

Tell your vaccination provider if the person getting

the vaccine:

* Has had an allergic reaction after a previous
dose of any vaccine that protects against tetanus,
diphtheria, or pertussis, or has any severe, life-
threatening allergies

» Has had a coma, decreased level of consciousness,
or prolonged seizures within 7 days after a
previous dose of any pertussis vaccine (DTP
or DTaP)

» Has seizures or another nervous system problem

« Has ever had Guillain-Barré Syndrome (also
called “GBS™)

* Has had severe pain or swelling after a previous
dose of any vaccine that protects against tetanus
or diphtheria

In some cases, your child’s health care provider
may decide to postpone DTaP vaccination until a
future visit.

Children with minor illnesses, such as a cold, may
be vaccinated. Children who are moderately or
severely ill should usually wait uniil they recover
before getting DTaP vaccine.

Your child’s health care provider can give you more
information.
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